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GENESIS 24:34-38,42-49,58-67
o he said. “I am Abraham’s servant. The
Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has
become wealthy: he has given him flocks and herds,
silver and gold, male and female slaves. camels and
donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to
my master when she was old; and he has given himall
that he has. My master made me swear, saying. “You
shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters
of the Canaanites, in whosce land 1 live; but you shall
go to my father’s house. to my kindred. and get a wife
for my son.” “I came today to the spring. and said,
O Lord. the God of my master Abraham. if now you
will only make successtul the way | am going! I am
standing here by the spring of water: let the young
woman who comes out (o draw. (o whom I shall say,
“Pleasc give me a little water from your jar to drink,”
and who will say to me, “Drink, and 1 will draw for
your camels also™—let her be the woman whom the
Lord has appointed for my master’s son.” “Before |
had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah
coming out with her water jar on her shoulder; and
she went down to the spring, and drew. | said to her,
‘Please let me drink.” She quickly let down her jar
from her shoulder. and said. “Drink, and I will also
water your camels.” So | drank, and she also watered
the camels. Then 1 asked her, “Whose daughter are
you? She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s
son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on
her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then | bowed
my head and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the
Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led
me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my
master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will
deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and
if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right
hand or to the left.” And they called Rebekah, and
said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said,
“I will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and
her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men.
And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you,
our sister, become thousands of myriads: may your
offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.”
Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the
camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took
Rebekah., and wenthis way. Now [saac had come from
Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went
out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up,
he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and
when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from
the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the
man over there, walking in the field
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to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she
took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told
Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought
her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and
she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

ROMANS 7:15-25a

Ido not understand my own actions. For | do not

do what I want. but I do the very thing I hate.
Now if I do what I do not want, | agree that the law
is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin
that dwells within me. FFor | know that nothing good
dwells within me, that is. in my flesh. I can will what
is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good
want, but the evil I do not want is what | do. Now if |
do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but
sin that dwells within me. So [ find it to be a law that
when I want to do what is good., evil lies close at hand.
FFor I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but
I sec in my members another law at war with the law
of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched man that [ am! Who
will rescue me [rom this body of death? Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30
“Bul to what will [ compare this generation?
Itis like children sitting in the marketplaces and call-
ing to one another, *We played the flute for you, and
you did not dance; we wailed. and you did not mourn.”
FFor John came ncither cating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon’: the Son of Man came cating
and drinking, and they say. "Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus
said. I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and carth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
yes. FFather. for such was your gracious will. All things
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one
knows the Son except the I'ather, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that
arc weary and are carrying heavy burdens. and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is casy, and my
burden is light.”
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Farewell: Colin and Margaret Manley are leaving us next week
and moving down to Victoria. We thank them for their dedicated
service over the years and pray God's blessing on them as they
move into the next phase of their lives in West Gippsland.
Blessings from our church community.

NAIDOC WEEK. “"50 Years Deadly”
5-12, July 2026

@ Morning Worship: Roster
5t July 2026 12" July 2026
Leader Rev Andrew Collis Rev Andrew Collis
Music Rosemary Akesson Elizabeth Prosser
Entry of Bible Iris Ballard Robyn Herdegen
Acknowledgement Robyn Herdegen Geoff Burton
of Country
Stewards Colin & Margaret Manley Anne Olinsky & Ana Topic
Reader Elizabeth Prosser Iris Ballard
Pastoral Prayer Iris Ballard Robyn Herdegen
Morning Tea Robyn Herdegen & Pauline Meryll Davey & Iris Ballard
Campbell
Projection Tony Olinsky Jeff Haynes
Flowers Ailsa Liffman Robyn Herdegen
Lectionary Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, | Genesis 25:19-34
| 58-67 Romans 8:1-11
Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Regular Activities

Morning Worship: 15, 2", 4™, & 5™ Sunday/month: - 10am

Holy Communion: 3™ Sunday/month - 10am and 2:30pm at Wyndham

Imlay House Service: 2:00pm, 4™ Thursday of the month - helpers would be
appreciated.

Tura Beach Op Shop: Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm.

Uniting Church Tai Chi 108: Thursday 10-11am in the hall. Contact Shirley
Uniting Church Dance Group: Tuesday evenings at 7 pm and Friday mornings
at 9 am Contact Jeff Haynes on 0402 384 535 for details.

‘Blokes United' Coffee Morning - 1", 3rd & 5th Wednesday each month -
10am at The Eddy

Bring-and-Share Brunch - 1*" Sunday/month (Feb, May, Aug, Nov.)
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Keith Akesson - 7th
Pauline Campbell - 8th

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

Jesus reveals the life of God in many different situations. He pays attention
to people of all ages. He comments on children playing weddings (flutes and
dancing) and funerals (wailing and mourning). Children at play can be fickle,
but the same trait can be seen in adults, who are pleased by neither extreme.
The writer of the gospel of Matthew contrasts the lifestyle of John the
baptiser with that of Jesus, yet shows that God is revealed in the lives of
both. In whom do we see God's life revealed more clearly?

Jesus’ attention to people of all abilities is also seen as he recognises that
people’'s response to God is a matter of the heart and dependent on
revelation, not on intelligence, on openness, not on age and experience. Jesus
also understands people’s lives, knowing where they most need to discover
God, where they are worried about things that they cannot change or do not
matter, and where they can find comfort and rest. What is causing weariness
or making burdens in our community? How can Jesus' words bring comfort
and support today?

Descriptions of the enlightened state abound in spiritual literature, and as
resplendent and inspiring as these descriptions are, when we are drowning
they are about as useful as a swimming manual.

- Donna Farhi




