SUNDAY JUNE 21, 2026

GENESIS 21:8-21

he child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham

A made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian,
whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son
Isaac. So she said to Abraham. "Cast out this slave
woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman
shall not inherit along with my son Isaac." The matter
was very distressing to Abraham on account of his
son. But God said to Abraham. "Do not be distressed
because of the boy and because of your slave woman;
whatever Sarah says (o you, do as she tells you, for
it 1s through Isaac that offspring shall be named for
you. As for the son of the slave woman, [ will make a
nation of him also. because he is your offspring." So
Abraham rose carly in the morning, and took bread
and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on
her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away.
And she departed, and wandered about in the wilder-
ness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was
gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off,
about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, "Do not
let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And
God heard the voice of the boy: and the angel of God
called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, "What
troubles you. Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has
heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come. lilt up the
boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make
a great nation of him." Then God opened her eyes and
she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin
with water, and gave the boy a drink. God was with
the boy, and he grew up: he lived in the wilderness,
and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the
wilderness of Paran: and his mother got a wife for him

from the land of Egypt..

ROMANS 6: 1-11
hould we continue in sin in order that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to
sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, justas Christ was raised

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in the newness of life. FFor if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old
self’ was crucified with him so that the body of sin might
be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin
For whoever has died 1s freed from sin. But it we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the
life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

MATTHEW 10:24-39
A‘disciplc is not above the teacher, nor a slave above
he master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the
teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will

they malign those of his household! "So have no fear off

them: for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered,
and nothing secret that will not become known. What |
say to you in the dark. tell in the light: and what you hear
whispered. proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to

the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of

more value than many sparrows. "Everyone therefore who
acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father inheaven; but whoever denies me before
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. "Do
not think that I have come to bring peace to the carth; 1
have not come to bring peace, butasword. For I have come
to set a man against his father. and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law:
and one's foes will be members of one's own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it.
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Morning Worship: Roster

21%* June 2026

28™ June 2026

For those who would like to make their offering anonymously via regular
direct bank transfer, our banking details for Giving Direct are: Acc Name
Sapphire Coast Uniting Church BSB 634-634 Acc No 100037934

Leader Rev Andrew Collis Rev Andrew Collis

Music Corinne Nicolson Elizabeth Prosser

Entry of Bible Ailsa Liffman Rev Jean Shannon

Acknowledgement Robyn Herdegen Geoff Burton

of Country

Stewards Robyn Herdegen & Anne Iris Ballard & Meryll Davey
Olinsky

Reader Chris Simons Ailsa Liffman

Pastoral Prayer Ailsa Liffman Rev Jean Shannon

Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

Morning Tea Robin Unger & Robyn Ailsa Liffman & Ana Topic
Herdegen

Projection Jeff Haynes Tony Olinsky

Flowers Robyn Herdegen Pauline Campbell

Lectionary Genesis 21:8-21 Genesis 22:1-14

Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

Regular Activities

Morning Worship: 1%, 2", 4™ & 5™ Sunday/month: - 10am
Holy Communion: 3" Sunday/month - 10am and 2:30pm at Wyndham
Imlay House Service: 2:00pm, 4™ Thursday of the month - helpers would be

appreciated.

Tura Beach Op Shop: Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm.

Uniting Church Tai Chi 108: Thursday 10-11am in the hall. Contact Shirley

Uniting Church Dance Group: Tuesday evenings at 7 pm and Friday mornings

at 9 am Contact Jeff Haynes on 0402 384 535 for details.

Memorial Wall - Five new brick facings have now been fixed in place on
our wall. A short Dedication Ceremony will be held after church next
Sunday 28™ June at 11:30am.

Imlay House Service: 2:00pm, 4™ Thursday of the month, this coming Thursday
- helpers would be appreciated. Speak to Robyn Herdegen

Dates to save:

Saturday 26™ September -Culture of Safety Workshop for members of council
and leaders 9:00am to 4:00pm in church hall. Details to follow.

Sunday 27™ September - Picnic with Eden friends, likewise details to follow

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

Jesus speaks to his disciples as he prepares them for a world that may
not welcome them. He names the risks of discipleship plainly—
misunderstanding, division, loss, and fear—and does not pretend that
following him will preserve comfort or the status quo.

It is in this demanding context that Jesus offers words of deep
reassurance: you are seen, you are known, and you are valued. If God's
care extends even to the sparrows, then it also holds those who are
called to navigate a costly path of faithfulness. This is not a promise of
safety, but a promise of presence—that we are not alone in what we are
asked to bear.

Discipleship, in this passage, is not about avoiding difficulty, but about
trusting that our lives are held even as they are given. As Paul writes in
Romans 6:1b-11, we are drawn into a pattern of dying and rising—letting
go of what secures us in order to live more fully in God's life. Where
might we be called beyond what is familiar or comfortable?

As we receive the reassurance of God's care, how might we offer this

‘Blokes United' Coffee Morning - 1!, 3rd & 5th Wednesday each month -
10am at Mors Mors

Church Bring-and-Share Brunch - 15" Sunday/month (Feb, May, Aug, Nov.) felt?

g It isn't enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn't
i
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care where division, marginalisation, or the weight of faithful witness is

enough to believe in it. One must work at it.
- Eleanor Roosevelt




