SUNDAY JUNE 7, 2026
GENESIS 12:1-9

ow the Lord said to Abram. ~“Go from your
NL‘\HIH[]_\ and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. 1 will
make of you a great nation, and [ will bless you.
and make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. I will bless those who bless vou. and
the one who curses you | will curse: and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.™ So
Abram went. as the Lord had told him: and Lot
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. Abram took
his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot. and all
the possessions that they had gathered. and the
persons whom they had acquired in Haran: and
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When
they had come to the land of Canaan. Abram
passed through the land to the place at Shechem.
to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites
were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to
Abram. and said, “To your offspring [ will give
this land.” So he built there an altar to the Tord.
who had appeared to him. From there he moved
on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai
on the east: and there he built an altar to the Lord
and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram
journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

ROMANS 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the

world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs. faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath: but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents
of the law but also 1o those who share the faith
of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us. as it
is written. “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom
he believed. who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do notexist. Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what
was said. “So numerous shall your descendants

be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered
his own body. which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God. but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory
to God. being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words,
it was reckoned to him.” were written not for his
sake alone. but for ours also. It will be reckoned to
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead, who was handed over to death for
our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

MATTHEW 9:9-13, 18-26

A\ Jesus was walking along. he saw a man

called Matthew sitting at the tax booth: and
he said to him. “Follow me.” And he got up and
followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house,
many tax collectors and sinners came and were sit-
ting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisces
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But
when he heard this. he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.
Go and learn what this means. I desire mercy, not
sacrifice.” For [ have come to call not the righteous
but sinners.” While he was saying these things to
them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in
and knelt before him. saying, “My daughter has
just died: but come and lay your hand on her, and
she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him.
with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who
had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve
years came up behind him and touched the fringe
of his cloak. for she said to herself. “If I only touch
his cloak. 1 will be made well.” Jesus turned. and
seeing her he said. “Take heart, daughter: your faith
has made you well.” And instantly the woman was
made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion. he said. “Go away: for the girl is not
dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in
and took her by the hand. and the girl got up. And
the report of this spread throughout that district.

© 2022 MediaCom. PO Box 610, Unley SA 5061

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission

Merimbula Uniting Church

(PART OF SAPPHIRE COAST UNITING CHURCHES)

Rev. Andrew Collis
Mobile: 0438719470

Address: Cnr Henwood St & LakeView Ave
P.O. Box 653 Merimbula NSW 2548
Office Phone: 02 6495 4780
Website: www.merimbulaunitingchurch.com.au
E-Mail: Merimbulaunitingchurch@gmail.com
Facebook: Sapphire Coast Uniting Church
Instagram: sapphirecoastuniting

‘Creating a caring, nurturing community’

NDAY JUNE 7, 2026




57

Morning Worship: Roster

7" June 2026

14™ June 2026

For those who would like to make their of fering anonymously via regular
direct bank transfer, our banking details for Giving Direct are: Acc Name
Sapphire Coast Uniting Church BSB 634-634 Acc No 100037934

Roster - There is a sheet on the noticeboard to
assist with planning for the roster in August.
Please mark any known absences to help with
planning and minimise changes once published.
Please see Ailsa to make any changes to duties
with which you are able to assist.
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SCWI ﬂg'léams

Leader Rev Andrew Collis Rev Andrew Collis
Music Corinne Nicolson Rosemary Akesson
Entry of Bible Beryl McGrath Iris Ballard
Acknowledgement Rev Jean Shannon Colin Manley

of Country

Stewards Colin & Margaret Manley Jeff Haynes
Reader Colin Manley Geoff Burton

Pastoral Prayer

Rev Andrew Collis

Iris Ballard

Power Outage - Energy Australia have advised that there will be a planned
power outage at the church on Tuesday 16™ June, from 9.00am till 3.30pm.

Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Morning Tea Iris Ballard & Meryll Davey Anne Olinsky & Ana Topic
Projection Geoff Burton Tony Olinsky

Flowers Rev Andrew Collis Ailsa Liffman

Lectionary Genesis 12:1-9 Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)

Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-
23)

Regular Activities

Morning Worship: 15", 2", 4™ & 5™ Sunday/month: - 10am
Holy Communion: 3" Sunday/month - 10am and 2:30pm at Wyndham
Imlay House Service: 2:00pm, 4™ Thursday of the month - helpers would be

appreciated.

Tura Beach Op Shop: Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm.

Uniting Church Tai Chi 108:

Thursday 10-11am in the hall. Contact Shirley

Uniting Church Dance Group: Tuesday evenings at 7 pm and Friday mornings

at 9 am Contact Jeff Haynes on 0402 384 535 for details.
'Blokes United' Coffee Morning - 1°', 3rd & 5th Wednesday each month -

10am at Mormors

Church Bring-and-Share Brunch - 1°' Sunday/month (Feb, May, Aug, Nov.)

Colin Manley - 9th

X -

Sapphire Coast Young Poets Award 2027 - Anyone interested in helping
shape this new initiative for local primary school children is warmly invited to
meet with Andrew to discuss next steps.

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross Photography Project 2027 - Anyone
interested in helping develop this collaborative project with local
photographers and churches is warmly invited to meet with Andrew to discuss
next steps.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 brings together three stories of people drawn
toward Jesus in hope: a tax collector seeking a new beginning, a woman
longing for healing, and a child restored to life. Only one of these people is
named, yet each story reveals trust, risk, and a longing for life made whole.
In these stories, hope takes different forms: the courage to leave what is
familiar, the faith to reach out for help, and the trust to place what we
love most into Jesus' compassionate care. While these two stories of
healing appear in all three synoptic gospels, the gospel of Matthew places
Jesus' invitation to the tax collector alongside them. In this way, the call to
follow can itself be heard as a story of healing.
As we hear these stories together, where might we recognise ourselves—
not only in the central figures, but also among the disciples, the questioning
voices, the onlookers, the grieving parents, and the wider community? How
might we, too, be drawn toward life in hope?




