SUNDAY JULY 12, 2026 YEARA PENTECOST 7

GENESIS 25:19-34
hese are the descendants of Isaac. Abraham’s
- son: Abraham was the father of Isaac. and [saac
was forty years old when he married Rebekah,
daughterof Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram.
sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the
Lord for his wife, because she was barren: and
the Lord granted his prayer, and his wile Rebekah
conceived. The children struggled together within
her: and she said, “If'it is to be this way, why do |
live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the
" Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided:
the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder
shall serve the younger.” When her time to give
birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.
The first came out red. all his body like a hairy
mantle: so they named him Esau. Afterward his
brother came out. with his hand gripping Iisau’s
heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty
years old when she bore them. When the boys
grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the
field. while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents.
Isaac loved Iisau, because he was fond of game;
but Rebekah loved Jacob. Once when Jacob was
cooking a stew. Esau came in from the field, and
he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me
cat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!™
(Therefore he was called Edom. ) Jacob said,
“First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, = am
about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”
Jacob said, ““Swear to me first.” So he swore to
him. and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob
gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and
drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau
despised his birthright.

ROMANS 8:1-11

here is therefore now no condemnation for

_ those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and ol death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us. who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For

those who live according to the flesh set their

minds on the things of the flesh. but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things
of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death.
but to sct the mind on the Spiritis life and peace. For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God: it does not submit to God’s law——indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. Butyouare notin the flesh; you are in the Spirit.
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of

rightcousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23

hat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat

beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower
wentout to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground. where they did not have
muchsoil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soiland brought forth grain, some ahundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. Letanyone with cars listen!™ “Hear
then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it.
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown
in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with

joy: yet such a person has no root, but endures only

for a while, and when trouble or persccution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns,

this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of

the world and the lure of wealth choke the word.,

and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”
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Morning Worship: Roster

12* July 2026

19th July 2026

For those who would like to make their offering anonymously via regular
direct bank transfer, our banking details for Giving Direct are: Acc Name
Sapphire Coast Uniting Church BSB 634-634 Acc No 100037934

Leader Rev Andrew Collis Rev Andrew Collis

Music Elizabeth Prosser Corinne Nicolson

Entry of Bible Robyn Herdegen Ailsa Liffman

Acknowledgement | Geoff Burton Iris Ballard

of Country

Stewards Anne Olinsky & Ana Topic | Iris Ballard & Meryll
Davey

Reader Iris Ballard Geoff Burton

Pastoral Prayer Robyn Herdegen Ailsa Liffman

Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Morning Tea Meryll Davey & Iris Anne & Tony Olinsky
Ballard

Projection Jeff Haynes Tony Olinsky

Flowers Robyn Herdegen

Lectionary Genesis 25:19-34 Genesis 28:10-19a

Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Regular Activities

Morning Worship: 15, 2", 4t & 5™ Sunday/month: - 10am
Holy Communion: 3" Sunday/month - 10am and 2:30pm at Wyndham
Imlay House Service: 2:00pm, 4™ Thursday of the month - helpers would be

appreciated.

Tura Beach Op Shop: Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm.

Uniting Church Tai Chi 108: Thursday 10-11am in the hall. Contact Shirley

Uniting Church Dance Group: Tuesday evenings at 7 pm and Friday mornings at 9 am
Contact Jeff Haynes on 0402 384 535 for details.
‘Blokes United' Coffee Morning - 15", 3rd & 5th Wednesday each month - 10am at

The Eddy

Ladies Friendship Coffee Afternoon - 2™ Wednesday of the month - 2pm at RSL

Church Bring-and-Share Brunch - 15" Sunday/month (Feb, May, Aug, Nov.)

Alf Smith - 13th

Robyn Herdegen - 14th

oy

Ladies Friendship Coffee Afternoon - 2" Wednesday of the month at
2pm at the RSL. The first one was held this past Wednesday with 6 ladies
attending. Please join us and you are welcome to bring a friend along

= > Advance Notice:
C » Our quarterly "Church Bring-and-Share Brunch” will
ome be held on Sunday 2™ August, following the church
Join 3
us service. Please plan to stay and enjoy this fellowship
together.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

Who did Jesus see as he borrowed a boat and launched out for a broader
look at the crowd so eager to hear him?

He sees people who are soon to be plucked from among his followers,

like freshly fallen seed snatched by hungry birds:

are they too happy-go-lucky to be bothered with Jesus' teaching

or too self-willed to change? But not all.

He notices those whose lives are parched, like seedlings deprived of good
soil: do they choose convenience over commitment? But not all.

He knows that many will become preoccupied and overrun with the daily
demands of life, like plants choked by weeds:

will personal gain or comfort take priority

over the needs of others and devotion to God? But not all.

He perceives that among this crowd are those who will have productive lives,
like the crop that produces grain in varying amounts:

will they persevere when life is tough, showing kindness, justice, love and
care even when it is difficult?

If we were there on the lake shore, where would we stand in the crowd?

People are very open-minded about new things - as long as they're exactly

like the old ones.
- Charles F. Kettering




