
 
  
 

 
A father is someone who carries photos where his money used to be. 
 

  My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his  

  rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the 

  son he delights in. 

 
                                 ********************************** 

                                                                     
 

     Sept ‘14 
 
                                                 Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

“For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on 
the earth, the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard 
in our land.” 
 
I don’t know if anyone else felt it, but I think this winter was so cold…and my 
power bill agrees. And just as we were settling into nice Spring days, the rains 
came again and more snow fell on the mountains.  But here we are, it’s spring, 
we have been blessed with beautiful rains and the gardens are all bursting 
into flower and colour.   Praise God for the seasons and the beauty they bring. 
 
Our church families and the community were saddened to learn of the death 
of Darrell Rau on 22nd of August. Sadly, Darrell was diagnosed with cancer 
early this year and was laid to rest on Friday 29th where a large crowd 
gathered to farewell a much loved man.  Darrell was church Treasurer for 
quite some time, also a volunteer with the CVS and often found at the sink 
washing dishes on any occasions at the church.  He will be sadly missed.  
Thank you to the church ladies who prepared a delicious afternoon tea for his 
family and friends after the service. Darrell being a great cook himself would 
have been pleased.  Heartfelt sympathy to you Anita and family from your 
many church friends. 
 
Our Wyndham family joined us for our communion service on 17th August as 
David was officiating at a wedding ceremony in Sydney.  It was lovely to have 
the Wyndham folk with us. 
 
Secretary Paul and wife Lyn are enjoying the northern climes, hopefully 
having better weather than we are as this goes to print.  Treasurer Jeff and 
wife Cathy are away in Canberra this weekend celebrating their son’s 
wedding.  Cathy has been busy baking the wedding cake and cupcakes for the 
big day.  
 
Did you know that David has heated seats in his car?  Very nice when 
travelling to Cooma this weather I’m sure. 

         The Sapphire Coast Uniting 

                 CHURCH MOUSE 

                  

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song+of+Solomon+2%3A11-12&version=ESV
http://media.photobucket.com/user/martian_cat/media/fthrday.gif.html?filters[term]=happy fathers day&filters[primary]=images&filters[secondary]=videos&sort=1&o=19
http://media.photobucket.com/user/jmomoa/media/Holidays/untitled.jpg.html?filters[term]=happy fathers day&filters[primary]=images&sort=1&o=92


                                                                            

 Wyndham Warblings                          2                 
Our Wyndham Hymn Singers have been somewhat depleted in numbers over 

recent weeks but with wanderers returned they are almost in full voice again.  

The group always enjoys its visits to Imlay House and a program of hymns and 

popular songs is being prepared.  An invitation to sing at the ecumenical  Christian 

group Aglow on Thursday 4th December has also been accepted.  Alice and Frank 

are both members of this group and it will be so good to catch up with them 

again.  

As Christmas approaches we are also preparing to be involved in the annual 

Carols by Candlelight Program which is run by our wonderful local fire brigade.   

Alan visited the Op Shop at Tura Beach recently and he sends a “warm fuzzy” to 

all involved in the setting up and display of the donated goods.  He came home 

with 2 possum bags for Lyn (and maybe for an orphaned possum or two in the 

future). 

There is a special “happening” in Wyndham on Saturday 15th November.   Our 

Anglican community invites your attendance as they celebrate the 125th 

Anniversary of Holy Trinity Church, Wyndham.                      Lyn. 

              ****************************************** 

A Sunday school teacher began her lesson with a question,  
"Boys and girls, what do we know about God? A hand shot up in the air, 
"He is an artist!" said the kindergarten boy. 
"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked 
."You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven...." 

 Romans 8:28 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose 

 

 

A preacher, who shall we say 

Imlay House                                       3                                             
The bi-monthly services at Imlay House have been well attended, with an 
average of 13 residents. 
We have had several changes during the month, due to Shirley's absence 
and illness, and David conducting a wedding in Sydney. With both absent 
on one occasion, Lyn took over and presented a very good service, which 
was enjoyed by the residents. 
Pauline, who usually plays the piano for us, has been ill, and we welcomed 
Rosemary into our ranks, especially when she helped the hymns along with 
her beautiful voice. 
Longtime resident Una Halliday passed away last week, age 103.  
A fine lady. 
Our prayers are with Pauline, and also with Shirley, who faces hip and 
spinal surgery in the near future; date unknown as yet, and we pray for 
Christine, another long serving helper.                                         Audrey C. 
 
                         *********************************************** 

A young lad was visiting a church for the first time, checking all the 

announcements and posters along the walls. 

When he came to a group of pictures of men in uniform, he asked a nearby usher, 

"Who are all those men in the pictures?" 

The usher replied, "Why, those are our boys who died in the service". 

Dumbfounded, the youngster asked, "Was that the morning service or the 

evening service 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family bible to 

her brother in another part of the country. "Is there anything breakable 

in here?" asked the postal clerk.  "Only the Ten Commandments," 

answered the lady. 

                                                           

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html


 

  Op Shop News                                                                4                                                                                                        
The Op Shop is proving to be a great success since the restructure.  There are 
thirty two now on our team and I value each and every one of them.   
This includes Paul who is a supervisor/general dog’s body and whom we couldn’t 
do without, Bob who does the test and tag, Royce and Rob who help with the 
maintenance, Anne who supplies the preserves and the willing ladies who do the 
washing.   Clothing is taken home, washed and ironed, rubbish is taken home to 
household bins instead of to the tip thus cutting costs and there is a general air of 
fun and laughter in the shop.  So many people are commenting on the change in 
the shop, how it is so much better and brighter, so thank you to all the team for 
the marvellous job you are doing. Unfortunately, one of our ladies has suffered a 
broken leg and is off for 6 weeks so special prayers for Yvonne please. 
 
An afternoon tea was held for the volunteers in July and the Supervisors supplied 
delicious food for the event.  There was much laughter around the table and op 
shop stories told.  All told how much they enjoy working at the shop.  Thanks to 
Jeff who filled in at the shop for the afternoon. I hope to have another afternoon 
tea in the near future. 
There have been many sales of heaters and blankets over the winter and also 
warm coats. Anne Olinsky has trouble keeping up the supply of lovely jams, 
marmalade, relish and plum sauce which our customers just love.  Thanks Anne. 
Being Op shop week last week, we were inundated with bags and boxes of goods.  
Staff were kept very busy unpacking and sorting.  Some of our customers are 
saying we have the best op shop in the area so that’s a great compliment.  We do 
appreciate clean usable goods but we do have some restrictions on articles sold: 
We do not take mattresses, prams, baby capsules, cots, high chairs, 
helmets, underwear, damaged items or dirty clothing.  
Yes, we do take clean blankets, doonas, bed linen, towels, tablecloths, 
curtains, clothing, baby and children’s wear.  Also books, DVD’s, videos, 
CD’s, jewellery, kitchen items, crockery, furniture, good shoes, bags, 
hats, paintings, electrical goods, toys and bric-a-brac.  
 
We have donated some of our overstocked clothing to Cobargo Undertakings 
who are setting up an Op Shop in part of the supermarket in Cobargo.  You may 
have heard of the group who have set up a community outreach to assist with 
affordable funerals .                                         Corinne (Coordinator) 

 
 
 

 
The following is a recipe enjoyed and commented on at the Op Shop afternoon tea.  
Supplied by Alison List.                                                                                                                 5 
 
Best Ever slice……. 
1 cup brown sugar, 1 cup SR flour, 80 gr butter or margarine, 1 teas. Cinnamon, ½ 
teas. Baking powder,1 egg, ½ cup light sour cream, ½ cup choc bits. 
Pre-heat oven to 180* C  (160* C fan forced) 
Grease and line 20cm square pan with baking paper. 
Place brown sugar, flour, and butter in processor and blend until crumbly (or rub 
butter through dry ingreds.)  
 
Place 1 ¼ cups of this dry mixture into pan and press down firmly.             
 Add cinnamon and baking powder to remaining mixture and mix well.  Beat egg in 
small bowl and combine with sour cream.  Mix in choc bits.  Add to remaining dry 
ingreds and mix until combined.  Pour this over base in pan, gently smooth top.  Bake 
30 mins or until topping is firm. Cut into squares when cold.  Can add chopped 
preserved ginger. 

 
. 

 Merimbula Mutterings  
Morag returned safely from her much enjoyed trip to UK and Scotland, the best part of it 
being upgraded to business class on the way home.  As usual she was busy with her 
camera so has lots of snaps.  Joan & Royce travelled to Joan’s mother’s 98

th
 birthday in 

Melbourne and also to ….Dunn’s 80
th

 in ?.....Anne & Tony have been coming and going as 
usual.  We still have many church family members with health problems. We continue to 
pray for Tim, Christine, Peter, Julie, Kerrie, Juliet, Margaret and we keep in our prayers 
those having tests or physio, etc., Colin, Alison, Wendy recovering from knee surgery and 
Shirley Mc awaiting hip and back surgery.  Please also continue to pray for David, his 
mother Muriel and his sons Elliott and Luke. 
 
Fellowship has had regular monthly meetings, including a lunch at …….., a games 
afternoon and last Monday a song competition.  Plans are well in hand for the catering for 
dinner for a Probus group visiting on 9

th
 October from Mornington. We are expecting 

approx. 40 people. The next meeting will be on Monday 6
th

 October when we will meet at 
Tura Beach Club for lunch and final dinner discussion at 12.30. 
 
The jazz afternoon in June was a great success and we were blessed to have a couple of 
band members join Corinne at the organ for our church service. As usual the crowd 
enjoyed the concert featuring the band and the Bombala Rotary choir, who very much 
appreciated the afternoon tea supplied for them.  The cake stall was a success as usual.  
Same time, same place next year we hope. 
 



 
 
WHAT IS IT THAT OUR HEART’S BEEN SEARCHING FOR?      6                                                                            

 

We often hear it asked “What do you want to be when you grow up?” I suspect 

that for me (& maybe for you too) that is an elusive question to answer. Indeed it is 

a question that can HAUNT us throughout our life! 

 

As  I’ve thought about all the “uncertainties” that are ever-present in my life, I have 

started thinking that this is perhaps one of the MOST important questions to which 

an answer needs be found. For this is really a question about “PURPOSE”. What 

is it that I am meant to DO, to BE, to THINK and how am I meant to LIVE? 

 

In the encounter that Moses has at the “burning bush” (Exodus 3), he is called on 

to “liberate” God’s people from oppression and slavery in Egypt. Without doubt a 

VERY BIG purpose! Moses’ response is wonderfully “human” in its expression of 

inadequacy! He asks: “WHO AM I?” To which he receives the response that I 

suspect each of our human hearts are searching for – God says to him:  

“I WILL BE WITH YOU ….. I WILL SEND YOU”. As if that response still leaves 

open ongoing questions of PURPOSE in Moses’ mind, he goes on the ask God: 

“WHO ARE YOU?” To this question he receives the answer that I hope and need 

to hear: “I AM”. 

 

Whenever we feel unsure of our PURPOSE and whenever we feel our own 

INADEQUACY, God’s answer to Moses might just provide us with precisely what 

our heart and soul and mind needs in order to begin to find answers to the 

question about what we are meant to do, to be, to think and how we are to live. “I 

AM” (you, me, each of us) - we are sufficiently adequate to our purpose. So let 

us get on with finding it, being it, doing it and living it.  

 

And then, in Matthew’s account of the life of Jesus (Mathew 17), we read yet 

another VERY HUMAN encounter between Jesus and his followers. Jesus 

KNOWS (already by now) what his PURPOSE is. He must go to Jerusalem and 

face the hardest of challenges and the harshest of threats. And, because at a very 

human level he needs to, he shares his personal “agony” at having to face such a 

purpose with his friends.  

 

What Jesus says to them must have really shocked them! It must have disturbed 

them! Certainly it wasn’t at all what they wanted to hear! So, good old Peter says 

(probably what they were all thinking) ‘NO WAY!! I won’t allow that to be your 

ultimate Purpose!”   

 

 

 

 

What Jesus replies to Peter & the others, is, I believe, to gently say “No, this truly 

IS my purpose”. He is saying, in effect, THIS is what “I am” meant to do, to be, to 

think & to live.                                                                                                         7 

 

I wonder how often we feel that what we perceive to be our “TRUE Purpose” is  

‘poo-pooed’ by those around us. And as a consequence we retreat from it,   

thinking & feeling that somehow we must have it wrong? Sometimes the very thing 

we need and for which our heart searches is not what we expected or even 

imagined! 

 

I invite you to make some time to silently reflect these questions: 

1. What is my “PURPOSE” in this life? 
 

2. Where is the “PLACE MY HEART’S BEEN SEARCHING FOR”? 
 

3. How might I acknowledge & embrace this purpose and place 
“HERE & NOW”? 

What is it, then, that OUR heart’s been searching for? What is the “I AM” that we 

are meant to be?  

I believe that when we can find an answer to this question,  

there will be an abundantly sufficient measure of happiness and peace in our 

lives! 

                                           May it be so. So let it be!                           Rev. David 

 

   Council Clips:  

 

At the last meeting Kerryn Dunlop travelled down from Cobargo to show us how the 

facebook page and church web page she set up for the church works. We had a call from 

Melbourne two weeks ago with an offer of household furniture and goods for the Op Shop. 

Our shop was found on the net, so it is working.  Reports were all tabled and there was 

discussion about art displays in the hall.  Council agreed to donate money left in the Kids 

Club account to a Kid’s charity, also agreed to allow the Op Shop to purchase aprons for 

the staff from Tulgeen. Jeff suggested that maybe an Assistant Treasurer is needed to take 

over when he is away  

We had a slight accident with a shelf falling out in the kitchen where we lost quite a few 

cups and saucers, but Iris was able to get some from Vinnies and with some from our own 

op shop the loss seems to be covered. Thanks to Jeff who arrived home from holidays and 

was able to fix the shelf for us.     

There has been a request from Uniting Care “Ability Linker” to rent the office space at the 

church and a car space.  The Executive met to discuss this and a report will be given at the 

next council meeting. 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 


