
 

    
 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead... (NIV)  

                          
 
Philippians 3:10-12  
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship 
of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. (NIV) 
 
 

     March ‘14 

We are well into the New Year of 2014. Daylight saving ends in a few weeks 

time. ….Where did the time go?  I personally (the Editor) am making this a year of 
optimism, for myself and for our church.  I can see great things ahead for our Unitning 
Churches of the Sapphire Coast.  As Rev. David is becoming known, our congregation in 
Merimbula is seeing  an increase in numbers which is wonderful  and our church family 
are keen to take part in our plans for the future.    
David has finally brought his mother Muriel down to live at Imlay House and has almost 
settled himself  into the Manse.  Anyone who has moved house will know what that is 
like.  It has been a long slow process for David but thankfully all has gone fairly smoothly 
apart from the truckload of furniture to Cooma breaking an axle.   
David’s mother would, I’m sure, like you to pop in and say‘Hello’ at Imlay House. She has a 
positive outlook  about moving here which is great to see and she feels that it is up to her 
whether she is happy here or not. I’m sure Muriel (or Moo) will be very happy here and it 
will be lovely for David to have Mum closer. Our prayers will be with them both and also  
with David’s sons Elliott and Luke in Sydney. 
Apart from time off to pack and move to the South Coast, David has been continuing his 
work in Merimbula/Wyndham and Cooma/Bombala with a lot of travelling in between his 
two churches and Sydney.  It has been an exhausting job for him, but thankfully he, we 
and the folks at Cooma can now settle into a routine.   
 
Unfortunately Kevin Dilks, David’s long time friend in Presbytery,  has had a battle since 
we last saw him.  He had a very bad fall and did quite a lot of damage to  his ankle and had 
setbacks following his release from hospital. It has been a long slow process for Kevin and 
we pray that he will soon be healed and well again.   
Sympathy is extended to  the Tebutt family and the Russell family on the death of Rev. 
David’s father in law.  Prayers for them please.    
                                       *************************************            

 

                                                                                                                                                            

         The Sapphire Coast Uniting 

                 CHURCH MOUSE 
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 Wyndham Warblings                                         2 
Birthday Girl! 
A very special birthday party is being 
held at Wyndham this weekend and 
the Wyndham Hymn Singers have 
been invited.  Our precious Colleen 
(Barratt) is turning 21. We pray that 
this will be time of great blessing to 
her family and that the expected gift on 4 wheels will arrive very soon. 
Love and Blessings from your Merimbula UC family.x 

Wyndham Hymn Singers 
The Wyndham Hymn Singers are in full swing (sing) again and they are looking 
forward to visiting Imlay House in the very near future.  The musical 
accompaniment of Jo Caldwell is very much appreciated.  Next Friday 14 March 
most of our Singers and some friends are excited about travelling to Canberra to 
attend a concert featuring Daniel O’Donnell. 
                                  ***************************** 

  Op Shop News                                                                                      

Our Church Op Shop continues to operate from the old shopping centre site at Tura 

Beach. Although the shop floor space is smaller than we would like, rental costs prohibit 

expansion at this stage. 

We continue to sell a range of clothing, footwear, books, toys, kitchen utensils, electrical 

items, furniture and bric-a-brac. Drop in and discover that hidden gem! 

Management have finalised a formal 'Volunteers Agreement' that outlines the role and 

commitment from both management and volunteers, and explains duties and 

responsibilities. Completion of the agreement is an essential step in ensuring that our 

volunteers are covered under the umbrella of our church insurance policy. If you 

volunteer at the Op Shop and have not yet returned a completed agreement, please 

speak to manager Vicki. 

  The Sunday Sermon  
"I hope you didn't take it personally, Reverend," an embarrassed woman said 
after a church service, "when my husband walked out during your sermon." 
"I did find it rather disconcerting," the preacher replied. 
"It's not a reflection on you, sir," insisted the church goer. "Arthur has been walking in 
his sleep ever since he was a child." 
 

Merimbula Mutterings                                        3 
Joan has had surgery to straighten her arthritic fingers. Evidently the worst fingers 
her surgeon has seen.  We pray for a good outcome for Joan.  
Christine is once again battling cancer.  It has been a very long road for Christine and 
we pray that she will come through this again.  She is a true fighter and has been an 
inspiration to us all.  Our thoughts are with Christine, Jeff and family.  
We continue to pray for Tim and Robyn after learning of Tim’s tests results.  God be 
with you Tim. 

 
There is to be a Lenten Hymn Fest Service on 7th March where Morag and Corinne will 
play together. Hymns will fit the Lenten readings. 

A ‘Back the Front’ dinner will be held at the hall on 15th March.  
 No we are not starting with dessert as some people think.  You turn your age around 
and come dressed to fit that age.  If you are aged 68 then you come dressed at 86.  
Let’s all join in and make it a fun night. Funds raised will go to the Angels 4 Alayne 
fund. Last chance to get a ticket today. 
 
There will be a baptism on 16th March which we are all looking forward to.  Little Tom 
is the grandson of proud grandparents Cathy and Ian Baker.  
 
Some of our Elders are up for re-election and this will take place on Sunday 23rd 
March. We are asking for new elders as well. 
The induction service for Rev. David will be at Merimbula on Friday 21st March at 7 
pm.  Ladies are asked to please bring food for supper.  
 
Fellowship met on Monday and made plans for the year’s meetings.  We will continue 
to have alternate monthly luncheons which proved popular last year.  As it was the 
AGM, Office Bearers were elected.  
Chairperson: Corinne Nicolson, Vice chairperson: Ros Williams, Secretary/Treasurer: 
Joan Lovett. Next meeting will be a luncheon at Dragon Lake on 7th April at 12.30. 
                             **************************** 
 
This one is a  true story: 
At the end of the sermon about Jesus taking up his cross to save us because he loves 
us, the priest said to the congregation: 
“Follow in the example of Jesus and let us embrace our own cross” 
To which the man in the front pew turned to his wife and embraced her.        
 
 



Imlay House                                     4 

Audrey and I continue to do regular pastoral care visits. On Wednesday it was a delight to 
meet Moo Russell (Muriel but choice is Moo). Moo was just settling in with David’s help. 
She is a charming lady and will be a real asset in the house.  
Our two monthly services have been challenging with many changes. David has been busy 

moving. Pauline Moulds had a spell in hospital and Mary Taylor, Morag and Elizabeth 

Prosser filled in with playing the piano. Christine was also in hospital. Eric one of our 

residents has been a great reader. And Connie proved to be an excellent reader. 

When David has got his breath back, we look forward to him getting into harness again. It 

looks as though most of the beds are full again. 

Shirley McLennan. 

    Council Clips:                                                        

Council met on Thursday 14th Feb at Wyndham where we all enjoyed a lovely supper.  

It was quite a long meeting with many things up for discussion.  There was discussion 

on our upcoming dinner and it was decided to give all funds raised to the Angels 4 

Alayne  as an outreach for our church. 

Council members were very appreciative of the $10,000 donation given to the church. 

We ask God’s blessings for the anonymous donor.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks. 

The ‘Drop in’ Centre over the last weeks of Christmas holidays was not successful.  It 

was felt the church is too far out of the main traffic flow for people to call in. Maybe at 

another time we could try a different venue. 

It was decided to hold our Jazz Afternoon again this year having missed last year.  

Corinne felt that she is now able to act as Compere again.  Always on the Queen’s 

Birthday long weekend, this year it will fall on Sunday 8th June.  With the help of Peter 

Poole of Batemans Bay Uniting Church, we have been able to secure an 8 or 9 piece 

‘feature band’ so we are really looking forward to this. Many thanks to Peter who 

visited our Merimbula church last year. The other great treat for us will be the Bombala 

Choir taking part again.  There will be the usual cake stall on the day and refreshments 

available for the 2 groups  who give of their time for our enjoyment.                                                                                                

There was lengthy discussion about the Op Shop.  More volunteers are needed there 

and manager Vicki is only working one day a week as she now has other work 

commitments.  

Thanks to Kerryn Dunlop of Cobargo the church now has a new website.  If you 
are online go to www.merimbula.unitingchurch.aug.au The church now owns the 
site and Jeff, Tony and David will be able to make changes or add upcoming 
events.                                                                                                                              5 
A letter was received  from Rev. Alistair Christie giving recognition to Church member Lyn 
Dawson as a Funeral  Celebrant if needed.  Congratulations and Thank You  Lyn. 
                   *************************************************   
‘How to Explain God’ was written by Danny Dutton, age                    
8, from Chula Vista, California, for his third grade homework assignment 
 
"Explain God". 
"One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die so 
there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grown-ups, 
just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way He doesn't have 
to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to 
mothers and fathers. 
 
"God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, 
since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times besides bedtime. God doesn't 
have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because He hears everything, there 
must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it off. 
"God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 
busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His time by going over your mom and dad's head asking 
for something they said you couldn't have. 
 
"Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista. 
At least there aren't any who come to our church. 
"Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing 
miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God.  
 
They finally got tired of Him preaching to them and they crucified Him.  
 
But He  was good and kind, like His Father and He told His Father that they didn't know 
what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.                   
 
"His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and all His hard work on earth so 
He told Him He didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So He 
did. And now He helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are 
important for God to take care of and which ones He can take care of Himself without 

having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important. 
"You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it 
worked out so one of them is on duty all the time. 
"You should always go to Church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if 
there's anybody you want to make happy, it's God.  
 

http://www.merimbula.unitingchurch.aug.au/


Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the 
beach.                                                                                                                             6 
This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon   
anyway.    (This is certainly not Merimbula)                                                                                                                                                                                                    
"If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because 
your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know 
He's around you when you're scared in the dark or when you can't swim and you get 
thrown into real deep water by big kids. 
 
"But you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here 
and He can take me back anytime He pleases. 
And that's why I believe in God. 

                                                                                                   
                                   ************************************ 
From our Minister: 
   

      CHANGE  ….. “Do not be Afraid”  

In the lectionary last Sunday we had the remarkable story of the Transfiguration 

of Jesus. A strange story in so many ways! 

After the clouds and the lights and the angels and the voice of God, the poor old 

disciples must have been petrified by this whole experience!  Is it any wonder that 

what they try to suggest – in their well-meaning yet bumbling sort of way – is that 

they establish shrines at that place to mark the event and to build a “permanent 

memorial” to the event. They must have seen it as being so remarkable that it 

needed to be captured and locked in place. 

Everything seemed to be in a state of flux and changing in the minds of the 
disciples. This was BIG! 
But the line that grabbed my attention was right at the end when Jesus says to 
them 
“Don’t be afraid. Get up, go out from this place and get on with making a 
difference” 
At least one commentator I read said that the language used here for “get up” is 

the same word as that will be later used to refer to Jesus’ “resurrection”. This 

story is therefore a kind of precursor of the resurrection event that would come 

later – the ultimate event that would change the world (as it were).  

 
But here, at the post-transfiguration moment, Jesus’ word of comfort to      7 
his friends is that they shouldn’t be crippled into inaction by this  remarkable  
CHANGE. They should not be afraid of the possibilities that lay ahead and they 
should get up and get on with pursuing these possibilities. 
Wonderful advice! Harder to hear and act on than we might think. In fact in all 

the times I’ve heard this reading I don’t think I ever really heard this bit of advice. 

We all undergo CHANGE at various times and in various ways. Some good, some 

bad and some just plain inexplicable. But along with death and taxes, I suspect 

that CHANGE is something which is built into the DNA of our humanity. It’s what 

we do and how we respond at the moment of change that is the challenge. 

Interesting indeed then that I should hear this advice precisely at a moment of 

significant change in my own life. I’ve now packed up Mum’s home (and in fact 

my childhood!) and the removalists have come and picked everything up and the 

move to Merimbula and Cooma is complete. The ‘change’ that I’ve been 

anticipating is complete – there’s no turning back now. I confess this ‘change’ has 

been  a stressful and tiring month for me personally.  

I am therefore glad to hear Jesus say to me: “Don’t be afraid. Get up, go out from 

this place and get on with making a difference”. 

Whenever there is change there is to a greater or lesser degree some turmoil. 

Into the midst of that turmoil may each of us hear Jesus saying these words. May 

we not be afraid of the change! May we get up, move on and be people who 

make a difference wherever the change takes us .                       David  

                        *****************************************                                                                                              
 
             On the blackboard the atheist wrote: "God is nowhere". 
                             The child read it as: "God is now here"     
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