
                                                                                                                      

      
 

                          Christmas Gift: 
                                               To your enemy, forgiveness. 

                                               To an opponent, tolerance. 

                                               To a friend, your heart. 

                                               To a customer, service. 

                                               To all, charity. 

                                               To every child, a good example. 

                                               To yourself, respect 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you this Christmas 
Season.      

                                               

     December’13 
 
The Annual meeting of Church Council was held on Thursday 17th October.  

Chairperson’s Report – AGM Merimbula Uniting Church – 2013It is with 
regret that I will not be able to read this report at this year’s AGM and that I will 
be unable to attend.  It is required that tomorrow (Thursday 17th) I attend an 
appointment in Canberra prior to starting a course of radiation therapy. Many of 
you will be familiar with the need to be tattooed prior to radiation. This will occur 
tomorrow which will be followed soon thereafter with seven weeks of treatment. 
Hopefully that will eradicate the cancer.The last twelve months have also been 
trying for our church with a lot of things happening to disrupt our normally 
smooth running congregation. Brian and Wallis Lenehan’s retirement was difficult 
and our church was again without a minister. Brian and Wallis did so many 
positive things for our church and local community. Their ministry among us was 
so strong despite the family problems and personal health issues  that both 
endured. We should keep Brian and Wallis in our prayers. We as a church are so 
blessed that there are so many competent leaders both from within and without 
our congregation that can lead our worship services and provide support for 
those in need of spiritual help. Our congregation is made up of people from a 
variety of walks of life. Our common feature of course is our faith and our love of 
Jesus. There are a great number of our believers who are instrumental in the 
running of our church and who do a wonderful job of taking care of all the 
planning and administration of the church, all of which is voluntary. There is no 
need to name these people in this report but it goes without saying that they 
need to be recognized for their efforts and officially thanked by the congregation 
for their selfless work. Our church services run smoothly thanks to the efforts of 
the rostered brothers and sisters in Christ. So our church is functioning as a 
church should.  In 1 Corinthians 12 verse 14 : “Even so the body is not made of 
one part but many.”After much praying and hard preparation and negotiation we 
had a temporary minister in Rev David Russell and I believe our prayers were 
answered when David started his ministry with us. Of course now we have a 
permanent arrangement, sharing David with Cooma UC for half of each month.  
On behalf of the congregation I would like to officially welcome David        
 to our congregation and thank him for committing to his task at hand. It will              
certainly be a challenge! 
 

         The Sapphire Coast Uniting 

                 CHURCH MOUSE 
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Of course we are without David for the first two Sundays of the month     2 
and possibly for any fifth Sundays. I hope I will be given the opportunity to 
lead worship when my treatment concludes. Indications are that  leaders will 
be available to make sure that our Sunday services continue smoothly each 
week.   
At this point in time it is felt that I should retire as chairperson and make the 
position available at the AGM. I remember Bob Nicholson told me that as 
Chairperson you don’t have to do much, and regretfully I think I may have 
taken him too literally! My job could have been done better. That is retrospect. 
I am very thankful that I was given the position but at the moment with my 
very uncertain immediate future, I officially resign as Chairperson of the  
Merimbula and Wyndham Uniting Church Council.                Tim Bradley. 
 
Elected into Office were Chairperson Corinne Nicolson, Treasurer Jeff 
Haynes re-elected, Secretary Paul Dawson re-elected. 
 
Note from Chairperson Corinne:  As your elected Chairperson I will 
endeavor to do the job as well as my late husband Bob did while in office.  I 
take my responsibility seriously and ask that if any of you need to speak to me 
about any matter, please don’t hesitate to do so.  I pray that with God’s help, 
Jeff, Paul, Rev. David and I as your leaders can work together with your 
council and you the congregation for the betterment of your church and also 
achieve the fulfillment of your hopes for the future. Let us go forward with 
strength, faith and positivity.  Love and blessings.  Corinne Nicolson  OAM 
                                  
                              ************************************************* 

 Wyndham Warblings                                      
Our Wyndham church community warmly welcomes David to his ministry 
with us.  We are also very grateful for Corinne’s presence with us on 17th Nov. 
It is time to say goodbye to Alice and Frank who have contributed so much to 
the life of our church.  Frank and Alice have had a sustained commitment to 
our ecumenical approach at Wyndham.  They have been the “mainstay” of our 
choir and the music in our churches.  Alice faithfully taught scripture to the 
Wyndham children for 10 years. Although they are not going far (to Tura 
Beach) we are going to miss them greatly. 
(Welcome to Tura Beach Alice and Frank) Ed. 
Planning is underway for our village Christmas service at 6pm on 
Sunday 15th December. All will be made very welcome.                                      

 Merimbula Mutterings                                            3 

Morag had a wonderful overseas trip with a PFA friend from up north.  They had a 
great time and Morag has arrived home feeling very well.  Joan and Royce went 
on a cruise to celebrate their golden wedding anniversary. Congratulations. 
Darrell and Anita had their usual winter sojourn.  Ros, husband Bob and Mum 
Dulcie had a trip to SA.  Tony and Anne have been back and forth to Victoria and 
other exciting  places,  Jeff and Cathie travelled to Ballina for Jeff’s mother’s 80th 
birthday and later a family gathering in Newcastle.  Rev David has been 
commuting back and forth to Cooma and travelling to Sydney for previous 
commitments. We give thanks that all have travelled safely. Corinne spent a week 
in Cobargo at her daughter’s helping mind her little great grandson while his 
parents visited NZ and also celebrated her grandson’s 21st birthday and her great 
grandson’s 1st birthday whilst there. So much coming and going within our church 
family. Our ‘young ones’  Jeff and Paul and Lyn have been enjoying interesting 
walks. We give thanks for Morag’s good health and pray that Tim and Christine’s 
treatment is successful. Our prayers are with June and her husband at this time. 
  
Some of our members enjoyed a picnic at Haycock after church on 27th and were 
able to view some whales although quite a way out to sea. 
 
We now have a pretty snazzy new stove in our kitchen so will be able to 
cook up a storm in the future.  Thanks to Royce for all his work and to Tony 
Toussant for doing the tile work free of charge. 
 
Royce had gall bladder and hernia surgery on Wednesday20th and was back 
at  home the next day.  Feeling somewhat sore, Royce still has his wicked 
sense of humour. We hope you will be out and about soon Royce.   
Harry had hip surgery recently returning home after 48 hours.  Well done 
Harry and we hope you continue to improve.  Last heard he was cleaning the 
pool ready for the arrival of beautiful daughter Holly from overseas.   
 
A congregational meeting was held on 24th Nov.  For discussion was the financial 
future of the church.  Chairperson announced  Council’s recommendation that 
Norm’s proposal for the  purchase of the op shop property not proceed.  Voting 
showed a huge majority agreed that we should not purchase the property.  As 
we still have the lease on the op shop till late next year, we have time to consider 
other options for raising funds to keep our minister and keep the church going 
strongly. We either have to increase our giving or raise funds in other ways.  If 
you have any ideas please don’t hesitate to speak to your executive committee.  
Let us work together as a team to make this happen.  With God’s help we will.                                                                                             
 



 
At the same meeting the election of Congregational Chairperson and         4               
 Secretary saw Colin Manley and Morag Heffernan filling these positions. Thank 
you to them both for taking on the role of your representatives. 
                             
A new sign is to be made for the front of the church. Old church lights have      
been replaced and a new spot light installed over the lectern which makes it very 
much better for reading and gives more light in the front area of the church. 
We welcome Iris, Robyn and Kerryn & Robert Dunlop to our church family. 
 
A garage sale will be held on Saturday 18th Jan opening at 8am.  If you are doing 
any cleaning out we would welcome any items.  If electrical they need to be 
inspected and tagged by Bob Ross. 
 
Fellowship met on Monday  18th Nov.  Helene Fancort of ‘Look good feel better’ 
gave us a lesson in applying makeup.  Her model was Christine who looked  
wonderful when finished.  Christine literally couldn’t believe her eyes.  
The Christmas break-up luncheon will be at Comfort Inn on Monday 2nd Dec. and 
husbands are invited to join us. 
We will hold a ‘Back the front age dinner’ on Saturday 15th Feb.   We will have a 
luncheon or dinner for Rev. David’s induction depending on whether it is a night 
or morning service. 
Rosemary lost her sister recently and our thoughts have been with her and Keith.  
We pray for Christine who is suffering again at the moment. 
Fellowship’s first meeting for 2014 will be on Monday 3rd February. 
                                    ******************************** 
There will be a Carols and Lessons service on 8th Dec. led by Corinne and Morag 
at the organs. 
Congratulations to Lyn, Cathie and Shirley for completing the basic Pastoral Care 
course. It has meant a lot of travelling to and from Tilba for many months. We 
thank you for your efforts ladies. I think they now deserve some R & R.   
The Christmas tree is now in place and you are asked to please remember those 
less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food items to be packed into Christmas 
hampers.  
Christmas giving envelopes are now available at the Steward’s table. 
 
Generosity shows the best of humanity and as a people of faith it reflects the 
very character of God.   
 
Acts 20:35)  In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we 
must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.'  

 

Imlay House….Shirley McLennan.  Elder         5       

 The festivities of Christmas are in the throes starting from the purple people 

and going to the residents. 

 The Christmas masquerade ball is happening at The Bowlo at Merimbula at 

1pm on Wednesday 27th November with residents from other facilities 

A succulent garden has been set up with help by volunteer helpers Susan 

Stapleton and Jeff Fynes 

All of the residents will be treated to a Christmas dinner at the Pambula-

Merimbula Golf Club and music by the Wobbles. 

The very popular Maggie Fullerton will be entertaining the residents at a 

musical afternoon 17th December 

Our ecumenical service including the local churches will be held 21st 

December 

It is a busy time for residents to enjoy company from other places 

Shirley McLennan (Elder) 

                           ********************************************* 

  Op Shop News                                                                  

The op shop is still selling to regulars and visitors but takings have 

been somewhat down of late.  It is hoped that this will improve over 

the next few warmer months with the holiday season ahead. Thank you 

to the volunteers who give freely of their time to help out at the shop.                                                   
 
One person’s description of op shops: Op shopping is like treasure hunting. You 
have the thrill of shopping without the guilt of maxing out the credit card. The 
anticipation of not knowing what lies inside, but it could be something 
wonderful…. 

 



    Council Clips:                                                       6                                
 

Church Council met on Thursday 21
st
 November. 

The main discussion was about the financial future of the church.  After much 
consideration of Norm’s proposal to purchase the op shop property, the motion 
put and carried was that: “The church council, having carefully considered the 
financial implications of the proposal recommends that the proposed purchase 
of the op shop not proceed.”   
The council also agreed that: “noting that a lease on the premises runs until 
June next year, consideration is to be given to other options for the future of 
the op shop”.  There is now some indication that the lease actually ends in 
November next year. This is yet to be verified. 
Corinne led prayer for Brian and Wallis who are not doing so well at the moment, 
Brian being in hospital and Wallis not able to drive following her hip surgery. 
Please remember them in your prayers. 
There was discussion on the proposal for a multi-purpose shed at the church.  
This is something that may be looked into as an outreach and fund raiser. This 
could be used for storage, garage sales, market days where free tea and coffee 
and a chat could be offered to lonely people, perhaps a lending library and many 
other outreach ideas.  The hall is used most days by other groups.  
Bermagui Anglican church have a shed beside their church which is used as an op 
shop…very smart and well laid out….and profitable! So let us hear your ideas.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Points taken from Rev. David’s report to Council:  It is with great joy that 
we have finally reached a point where a “call” has been formalized. I now look 
forward to spending the next 5 years here with you.  I truly thank you for your 
generosity of spirit and openness to seeking and finding how we might move 
forward.  It means more to me than just having a job for me (though that is a 
real benefit too!)  I have really appreciated the warmth of the welcome I have 
received from everyone.  
 I truly hope and look forward to being able to repay this generosity                        
in the future. Having been here in Merimbula and Wyndham these past 
 6 months has allowed me to reflect on some ideas for future activities and 
ministries.  I will look forward to working with people to see which (if any) of 
them have potential for future development. I will try to ‘serve’ this beautiful 
part of God’s good-place as I am humanly able.  
 With my best wishes for 2014….and beyond.  Rev. David Russell. 
 
David will be bringing his mother to the area along with his dog Milo. 
Council is awaiting advice from Presbytery as to when David’s induction 
will take place. May your time with us be very happy and fulfilling David.   

A cat and a mouse died on the same day and went up to Heaven.     7 
At the top they met God and he asked them 'How do you like it so far?'                                          
The mouse replied 'It's great, but can I get a pair of roller skates?' God said 'Sure', 
and he gave him a pair of roller skates.  
The next day God saw the cat and asked him 'How do you like it up here so far?' 
and the cat replied 'Great, I didn't know you had meals on wheels up here!'                                 
 
A man is talking to God. "God, how long is a million years?" God 
answers, "To me, it's about a minute." "God, how much is a million 
dollars?" "To me, it's a penny." "God, may I have a penny?" 
 "Wait a minute."  
                               ****************************************                                  
A brief report of Morag’s trip…. 
Here goes!!!A Brief (very) Account of my marvellous holiday.Left Sydney at 3.40AM & flew 
to Dubai. It was amazing coming in to land to see such desert but with massive high-rise 
buildings.We had a couple of hours in Dubai (at the airport) then flew on to Milan. Started 
our 8 day coach tour of the Italian Lakes the next morning. What an absolutely stunning 
area. We travelled to Lake Maggiore, Lugano, Lake Como, Saronno, Lake Garda, & to the 
Dolomites (which unfortunately were in clouds) & to Bolzano (where Tim's sister Robyn 
lives) & what a beautiful place, Brescia, Lake Iseo & back to Milan. Lake Como is the 
largest (& where there are so many mansions, Revlon,Sophia Loren, Richard Branson, 
George Clooney - to name just a few). A wonderful tour which I could thoroughly 
recommend. We did a tour to the mountains where we were given beautiful Apple 
Streudel to taste with a glass of beer! YUK!!! Couple of extra days in Milan, then train to 
Verona & train to Venice. Boarded the Legend of the Seas for an 11day cruise of the Greek 
Islands - absolutely magic - adored Santorini - another couple of days in Venice where we 
boarded the same ship (in the same cabin) for another 10 days. We visited Kotor in 
Montenegro which was very surprising - Just like the Alps & took quite a time to cruise to 
our final destination., Messina, in Sicily (saw Mt Etna smoking) Naples, where we did a 
brilliant trip to the Amalfi Coast - "hairy" hair-pin bends Rome, Provence & ending in 
beautiful Barcelona. 
Whilst in Barcelona we visited the absolutely amazing Gaudi's Garda Familia Cathedral - 
still not finished - hopefully in 2026 which will be about 100 years in the building. I would 
be here for ages trying to describe it. I also tasted Sangria - you have no idea the size of 
the glass - more like a "bucket" - couldn't drink it all. Had plenty of looks of passers by & 
they were grinning!!!. Did plenty of "shopping" too much my girls said - but they didn't 
complain!! Can't fit everything in here - limited space but maybe a "slide night"????!!!!! 
just kidding 
Was lovely to go away with Jill (one of my dear Fellowship friends from W A Y back). 
Thank you to Darrell & Anita for taking me to & from the Airport 
Morag xx 
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